Requirements
To be eligible, a student must complete Algebra I
and Geometry before starting classes at RVGS in
the fall. Application elements also include workethic, behavior, and teacher recommendations.

How to Apply
Read “New Student Application Info” on the
RVGS web site: http://www.rvgs.k12.va.us
Interested students and parents must attend one of
the five evening RVGS information meetings held
in January to obtain an application:
• January 2 at RVGS
• January 4 at RVGS
• January 9 at Staunton River HS
• January 16 at Franklin County HS
• January 18 at RVGS
The completed application is submitted to the
student’s home school.

RVGS Graduates Say:
“RVGS is a place where, if you want to be challenged and
strive to learn more, they will make sure that you get what
you need.”
“The teachers set high expectations for the students, and
because of that, the students become the absolute best student they can be.”
“I loved how willing the teachers are to help you understand
the material. They always made themselves available for
the students.”

RVGS Parents Say:
“RVGS was essential to both the academic and personal
success achieved by my child. During her four years at
RVGS, she was challenged by outstanding teachers and
surrounded by high caliber peers who shared her desire to
succeed at a college preparatory level.”
“The RVGS experience was invaluable for my daughter. It
seriously challenged her for the first time in her school career. The expectations of the Governor’s School were high,
but she was given all of the assistance she needed to meet
these expectations.”

College Preparation
RVGS provides the rigorous curriculum and skill development needed to prepare students to pursue a range of majors
at highly ranked universities. Students of the class of 2017
were offered admission to a variety of competitive colleges
and were awarded over $2.6 million in scholarships.
University of Virginia
National Acceptance Rate: 29%
RVGS Acceptance Rate:
76%
Virginia Tech
National Acceptance Rate: 69%
RVGS Acceptance Rate:
100%
Washington and Lee University
National Acceptance Rate: 20%
RVGS Acceptance Rate:
70%

Roanoke Valley Governor’s School
2104 Grandin Road, Roanoke, VA 24015

Visiting
Please call RVGS to schedule a tour, or to arrange
for the prospective student to shadow a current
RVGS student during class.
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Mission Statement

Why Attend RVGS?

The Roanoke Valley Governor’s School, dedicated
to leadership in innovative instructional practices,
will provide a unique environment in which students
and teachers explore the interconnections between
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics) and society. Through their educational experiences, students will develop the necessary
skills and perspectives to impact our increasingly
global society.
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Course Offerings
Mathematics Courses

♦
♦
♦

RVGS Algebra II (1.0 credit)
RVGS Pre-Calculus (1.0 credit)
AP Calculus AB (1.0 credit)
AP Accelerated Calculus BC
(1.0 credit)*
AP Calculus BC (1.0 credit)
AP Statistics (1.0 credit)*
RVGS Multivariable Calculus (1.0 credit)*

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

RVGS Physics (1.0 credit)
RVGS Chemistry (1.0 credit)
AP Chemistry (2.0 credits)
RVGS Biology (2.0 credits)*
AP Physics (2.0 credits)
AP Environmental Science (2.0 credits)
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Engineering Design and Fabrication
Product Design Engineering
Biotechnology and Bioinformatics*
Python Programming
Environmental Research
Applied Chemical Research
Fundamentals of Research
Mentorship
Directed Study

♦
♦
♦
♦

What is RVGS?

Science Courses
The Roanoke Valley Governor’s School is a regional public school representing a collaborative
effort of the school districts of Bedford, Botetourt, Craig, Franklin, Roanoke City, Roanoke
County and Salem. The school has 270 students
in grades 9-12 and an average class size of 16
students.
Students attend RVGS for half of their school
day, taking technology-infused science and math
classes, along with a research elective. The remaining classes are taken at the student’s homeschool. The AM session is from 8:30 am to
11:00 am and the PM session is from 12:50 pm
to 3:30 pm.
By coordinating resources from the participating
school districts, RVGS is able to provide gifted
education in a unique setting, featuring cuttingedge technology and innovative instructional
strategies.

Student Research Electives

* Indicates dual enrollment course
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A cohort of motivated students from around the
Roanoke Valley
Dedicated teachers who are available to help
students in a positive, creative, and engaging
environment
Strong preparation for college including AP and
dual enrollment offerings
Courses that emphasize depth of understanding
and go beyond Standards of Learning and Advanced Placement requirements
Major emphasis on student research with a January Intersession devoted to independent projects
in science and engineering
Unique elective courses centered on student
research and 21st century skills
Participation in the Governor’s School Project
Forum and a variety of science fairs at the regional, state, and international levels
Emphasis on labs and hands on learning
State of the art equipment in all classrooms
Integration of technology into all classes
Partnerships with science and math experts in
the region
Focus on time management, study skills and
college preparation
Full time guidance counselor to assist with college planning and any additional educational,
social or emotional needs that may arise

